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Bayonne School #14 To Be Named
Nicholas Oresko School

“At the June 24, 2010, Bayonne Board of Education meeting, the board
unanimously passed a resolution naming School #14 as the Nicholas Oresko School, in
honor of Nicholas Oresko, recipient of the Congressional Medal of Honor, for his
uncommon courage and heroic actions during the Battle of the Bulge in World War I1,”
states William Lawson, Bayonne Board of Education President.

Nicholas Oresko joined the Army from his birth city of Bayonne, New Jersey, and
by January 23, 1945 was serving as a master sergeant in Company C, 302nd Infantry
Regiment, 94th Infantry Division. On that day, near Tettingen, Germany, Oresko single-
handedly defeated a German bunker, was seriously wounded, and then destroyed a
second bunker despite his injuries.

For his actions, he was issued the Medal of Honor nine months later, on October
30, 1945. The medal was formally presented to him by President Harry Truman during a
ceremony at the White House.

According to President Lawson, Master Sergeant Oresko's official Medal of
Honor citation reads:

“M/Sgt. Oresko was a platoon leader with Company C, in an attack against strong
enemy positions. Deadly automatic fire from the flanks pinned down his unit. Realizing
that a machinegun in a nearby bunker must be eliminated, he swiftly worked ahead alone,
braving bullets which struck about him, until close enough to throw a grenade into the
German position. He rushed the bunker and, with pointblank rifle fire, killed all the

hostile occupants who survived the grenade blast. Another machinegun opened up on
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him, knocking him down and seriously wounding him in the hip. Refusing to withdraw
from the battle, he placed himself at the head of his platoon to continue the assault. As
withering machinegun and rifle fire swept the area, he struck out alone in advance of his
men to a second bunker. With a grenade, he crippled the dug-in machinegun defending
this position and then wiped out the troops manning it with his rifle, completing his
second self-imposed, 1-man attack. Although weak from loss of blood, he refused to be
evacuated until assured the mission was successfully accomplished. Through quick
thinking, indomitable courage, and unswerving devotion to the attack in the face of bitter
resistance and while wounded, M/Sgt. Oresko killed 12 Germans, prevented a delay in
the assault, and made it possible for Company C to obtain its objective with minimum
casualties.”

Dr. Patricia L. McGeehan, Superintendent of Schools, adds, “Congressional
Medal of Honor Recipient Nicholas Oresko is an exemplary role model for our students
and the entire community of Bayonne. It is fitting and proper that the Bayonne Board of
Education and the Bayonne community recognize and honor this Bayonne native for
being a true American hero and defender for freedom and who truly rose to the occasion

under extraordinary circumstances.”
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