District Highlights

John J. Niesz, Superintendent

The Bayonne High School Drama Society and BEN-TV
will present, “It's a Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play” by
Joe Landry on December 24th-26th at 7PM.
This play features a cast of 29 students, faculty, and BHS
Alumni reading the Holiday Classic, “It's a Wonderful
Life” with the clever twist… the story is staged as a live
1940’s live radio broadcast.
“It’s a Wonderful Life” is a holiday classic about the life
of George Bailey, a well-meaning and warm family man
who becomes too overwhelmed and tired to go on living. It
will take Clarence, a lovable angel, to show George what
life would be like if he had never been born prompting a
change of heart and finding the true spirit of the holidays.
Some guest performers include Director of Social Studies,
Dan Ward, Tammy Blanchard, William Blanchard III,
Superintendent of Schools John J. Niesz, Bayonne High
School Principal Richard Baccarella, Bayonne Mayor
James Davis, and Board Trustee Christopher Munoz.
The play will be
available to stream
online on the 24th26th at 7:00 PM.
Watch our website
for updates!
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The Mathematics Department will host virtual grade-level presentations for parents in the district. The
purpose of the workshops is designed to help the parents understand the priority skills in the mathematics
curriculum and how to support learning mathematics at home. Parents, teachers, school administrators,
and the community have a common goal. We want our students to be confident and successful in
mathematics.
The workshops will start in mid-December and continue into January. The workshops will be live virtual
Google Meet for parents to attend. Parents are required to register in advance to attend the workshops.
Information for the workshops will be shared via email and posted on the mathematics teacher’s
Schoology pages the second week of December.
In the Workshops parent will learn:
•
•
•
•

important mathematics concepts students should understand at each grade level
fun strategies to help promote mathematics understanding
how to support learning mathematics at home
making real-world connections to mathematics
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The Bayonne Board of Education is committed to providing students who require related services with
the opportunity for in-person Physical and Occupational Therapy sessions. In order to provide these
services while maintaining proper safety precautions to prevent Covid 19 infections, the Special Services
Department has implemented a detailed plan. Our dedicated therapists have spent countless hours of
planning and preparation to provide face-to-face services for our children in this difficult time.
Therapy Sessions are provided at three hub locations; Lincoln Community School, Washington
Community School, and Woodrow Wilson Community School. As part of our commitment to the
overall health and safety of our students and staff, everyone is required to wear masks at all times. In
addition, our custodial staff works double-time to clean and sanitize after each session. Thermal imaging
cameras are located at the entrance of each hub to identify any student or staff member who may show
signs of a fever, at which time they are immediately required to return home and receive COVID
testing.
Implementing our plan has been a truly collaborative effort and has been an enormous undertaking. We
would like to show our sincere appreciation to our building administrators, security teams, classroom
aides, bus drivers and attendants, parents, and most of all our Physical and Occupational
Therapists. These dedicated professionals are placing themselves on the frontlines to ensure that our
students receive the best service possible under the current circumstances. The program has had great
success!
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BHS Athletics has had one very challenging fall season.
Through it all, our teams that play outdoors were able to
complete their contests. The COVID-19 crisis has been
challenging for all of us and our many high school athletes
who only have a short window of their teenage years to be
able to participate in the sports they love.
Let us applaud their hard work & resilience
through these trying times.
Girls Tennis:
First Team, First Doubles:
Juliana Machin and Jenna Downey
Honorable Mention: Eriny Girgis, Tashu Gupta
Boys Soccer:
First Team All HCIAL Forward: Edgar Porres
First Team All HCIAL Midfield: Brayden Cotter
Honorable Mention: Anthony Ward
Girls Soccer:
First Team All HCIAL Forward: Mariana Valencia
First Team All HCIAL Midfield: Viviana Valencia
First Team All HCIAL Defense: Ninette Martinez
2nd Team All HCIAL Forward Emily Karlicki
2nd Team All HCIAL Midfield:Angela Maino
2nd Team All HCIAL Defense: Camila Henriquez
Honorable Mention: Tamia Phillips
Coach of the Year Lisa Rovatsos
The following players were named to NJSFC All Liberty Red
Division Team:
First Team Offense
QB – Richard Gonzalez
RB - Cedric Bazile
WR - Christian Ashe
Honorable Mention
Jerome Edwards
Defense
Honorable Mention
Rocky Rodriguez
Keshawn Bethea
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Science Teachers across the district are enhancing their lesson plans and creating new and exciting
STEM based lessons to conduct with their students virtually. Virtual learning is challenging for all;
however, in Science class we had to come up with creative ways to meet the demands of the New Jersey
Student Learning Standards for Science. Students’ experiences in the classroom should reflect
developing and using elements of the three dimensions to explain phenomena or design solutions to
problems.
Teachers embraced the virtual learning environment and were determined to provide their students with
the same STEM based model as if they were teaching in the classroom. Students and teachers in Grades
K - 8 jumped right into the curriculum and began the elements of the Engineering Design Process in
September. The objective for all students regardless of grade level was to use the steps of the design
process to define and solve a problem. As the students advance in skill level they will consider
constraints and criteria while brainstorming and then strengths and weaknesses of their design solutions.
Students communicate with each other, record in their evidence notebook, and collaborate on their
investigations by identifying patterns in their data just as scientists and engineers do.
Kindergarten through Grade 5 Science teachers at Dr. Walter F. Robinson Community School completed
three Halloween Engineering Design Activities. Mrs. Kristy Sugrue and Mrs. Fallon Salso stated, “The
hands on activities allowed our Grade 3 students to apply knowledge of constraints and criteria to
construct a witch’s broom that would sweep using only newspaper and tape. Using the same constraints,
students also constructed a witch’s hat that could be worn for Halloween and a candy bucket that could
hold the most amount of candy.”
In addition to the Engineering Design Process students in Grades 5 - 8 are concurrently working on their
research projects for the Science Fair. At least 22 elementary students will represent the district at the
first ever-virtual Hudson County STEM Showcase. Students will compete for gold, silver, and bronze
medals along with various special awards and for a chance to represent Hudson County at the prestigious
Broadcom Masters Science Fair.
High School students enrolled in Scientific Research and Design Methods 1 and 2 will also enter their
research into the virtual Hudson County STEM Showcase. Tashu Gupta, currently a Bayonne High
School senior won top prize last year as she was named as a delegate to the Regeneron International
Science and Engineering Fair that was scheduled to take place in Anaheim, California last May. Tashu
made Bayonne High School proud as she virtually presented two years worth of research on the
development of transparent solar cells that would allow for the replacement of glass in building windows
with solar panels.
Tara Degnan, Director of Science and Bayonne School District STEM Showcase Coordinator states, “I
am confident that as a district we will have numerous high quality innovative research projects entered
into the 2020-2021 Hudson County STEM Showcase and we will continue to compete at the same level
we have done in the past. I am proud of our students and teachers that continue to pursue STEM based
opportunities during remote learning.”
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Congratulations to Tashu Gupta,
Bayonne High School Senior, for
representing BHS at the 2020
Virtual Regeneron International
Science and Engineering Fair.
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The Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership seminar (HOBY) has proven to be an educational, life-changing
experience for sophomores who attend the leadership seminar. The mission of HOBY is to seek out,
recognize and develop leadership potential commencing with high school sophomores. This year,
Alexandra Downey will represent Bayonne High School.
Alexandra is an exceedingly involved student who is involved with a variety of curricular and cocurricular activities within the school and community. She is most noted for her participation on the
Girls Varsity Tennis team. As the only ninth grader on the team last year, Alexandra contributed to the
team’s success in the first doubles position. This year, she was instrumental in the team’s winning
record in the third singles position. Alexandra was named on BHS Principal’s List for two marking
periods during her freshmen year. She is a member of the Multicultural Communications Club and
the French Club.
Outside of school, Alexandra has begun accumulating college experience with her participation in a precollege creative writing course at Fairleigh Dickinson University during the summer of 2020.
Alexandra was one of five students who applied for
the HOBY seminar. To be considered for the Hugh
O’Brian Youth Leadership seminar, students were
asked to submit an essay and their resumes
highlighting
their
extra-curricular
activities
including leadership role. A selection committee
that consisted of several teachers and administrators
then interviewed all applicants.
This June, Alexandra will attend the 3-day
conference at Kean University.
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The seventh grade students at Henry E. Harris Community School, under the direction of Mrs. Heather
Zalis, Ms. Liana Novembrino, and Mr. Stephen Bochicchio, have been embracing the virtual world of
learning and are currently embarking on a journey through WWII and the Holocaust in Language Arts
Class. The students will continue to explore, examine, dissect, and understand the time period through a
close read of different genres, such as poetry and nonfiction texts, in conjunction with the historical fiction
novel Milkweed by Jerry Spinelli.
The students began with an exploration of stereotypes and roles associated with men and women during
the 1930s and 1940s. To give the students a deeper understanding of women during that period in time,
they examined one of the Library of Congress’ videos titled “Rosie the Riveter: Real Women Workers in
World War II.” In the video, “Sheridan Harvey explores the evolution of "Rosie the Riveter" and
discusses the lives of real women workers in World War II.” After viewing the video, students were then
asked to respond to the question, “How has the image of Rosie the Riveter inspired women of the past and
present? Why?" using the online platform Flip Grid. Rather than writing a written response, Flip Grid
allows educators to create “grids” or topics for students to orally respond by creating a short video. “The
students have truly gained a deeper understanding by utilizing their voices in response to the given topics,
even those students who struggle to participate in front of their peers have embraced the concept. They are
organizing their thoughts more clearly and are proving to be thinking critically about the question posed,”
Mrs. Zalis stated. For instance, Keely McAlarey states in her video, “The image of Rosie the Riveter was
an ad for women to go work as electricians in 1942 after the start of WWII. The shortage of men in the
workforce due to the war led women to do jobs that were normally expected of men. This empowered
women to know that they could perform any job they wanted. So the women of the past carried to the
future that any job men could do, women could also do just as well if not better.” Another student, Tori
Thomas emphasized the clothing of the time period and noted “Rosie the Riveter speaks to not only the
past society, but also to society today, specifically women workers.” Each student had their own unique
voice shine and was able to clearly express their ideas.
While using Flip Grid, the students have a chance to hear their peers' responses, as well receive
individualized teacher feedback, along with generating a discussion through the use of videos. Mr.
Bochicchio noted, “although Flip Grid has broad application, in this assignment I saw that it allowed
students to speak more freely and organize their work better. Whether it is virtual or face-to-face, some
students prove to be excellent participants in class discussion, however struggle to express these ideas
when they write. In this assignment students have a recording of how they naturally responded to the
prompt verbally and can use it to add depth and breadth to a written response. Many students are also
overwhelmed or frightened to participate in discussions. This could be because they struggle to put their
thoughts together, and make a clear statement in the moment. I noticed that many students organized what
they were going to say before they recorded and in many cases it was those students who are more
reluctant to participate in discussions.” Ms. Novembrino explained, “I saw that students felt comfortable
with being able to voice their responses through a recording and have the ability to record and speak at
their own pace. I also think Flip Grid makes the students feel confident in speaking. The students can
choose to either show their face or have their camera off, and they can delete and re-do the recordings if
they would like to.” After viewing the student responses, Henry E. Harris principal, Mrs. Maria Kazimir
stated, “I was truly impressed with the students’ individual responses as to the historical significance of
‘Rosie the Riveter.’ I’m also excited to see many of my students appear in their videos. Keep up the great
work, seventh grade!”

Pictured: John Pawlowski, Elias Boatwright, Mikayla Costa, Shams Ismail, and Sophia Ponichtera
Pictured: John Pawlowski

Pictured: Elias Boatwright

District Highlights

Volume LIV

December 2020

Page 9

Even during a pandemic the Social Studies Department has been hard at work keeping up with best practices
and finding new ways to engage our students. The Department is particularly excited because students and
teachers in Grades 4-12 now have access to DBQ Online, a program that will allow students to do the work of
historians by reading, discussing, debating and writing about critical questions. For example, in a US History
DBQ (Document Based Question) students will have to determine what was Harriet Tubman's greatest
achievement while in a World History DBQ, students can learn about and write about the philosophy of
nonviolence as practiced by Gandhi, King and Nelson Mandela. DBQ's are proven to not only engage kids but
they also present a wonderful opportunity to help students to become critical thinkers, readers and writers.
Not to be left behind, our K-3 social studies classrooms received a much-needed infusion of picture books to
help students to learn civics, economics, geography, and history. These beautiful books were hand-selected by
teachers with an eye towards helping the Department to continue its long-standing efforts to provide our diverse
student body with an education that enables them to see themselves in the stories that they hear while also
providing a window on to the wider world. And some teachers in the upper grades are excitedly working with
the owners of Manifest Comics to diversify our curriculum by bringing graphic novels representing the stories
of people from marginalized communities into their classrooms.
These new materials are not the only bright spot to report. During the run-up to the presidential election, for
example, teachers were hard at work helping students to learn about the election and about our system of
government by creating lessons on voting, the Electoral College and other relevant topics. And, as we have since
its inception, students in grades 4-12 participated in the New Jersey Student Mock Election. Students in the
earlier grades also voted, but not for the president. Instead, they were focused on more important topics such as
whether vanilla or chocolate was the best ice cream! These students were also treated to a special read-aloud of
My Teacher For President by Superintendent Niesz’s very good friend, the Bayonne Bee.
Finally, the Department continued its tradition of hosting guest
speakers. During the past month, Bayonne High School students in Mr.
Szyposzynski’s AP Government and Politics class and Mr. Mellows’s
Political and Legal Education elective, met Michael Harper, Clerk for
the Hudson County Board of Elections. Mr. Harper spoke about his
position as well as about the challenges of voting during a pandemic.
Students certainly kept him on his toes with numerous questions about
how the County planned to
keep the election safe.
Meanwhile, students in Mrs.
Mauri’s Criminal Justice
class took part in a question
and answer session with
members of the Bayonne
Police Department Explorers
Program as well as with
officials from the Bayonne
Police Department, including
Sergeant Steve Rhodes,
Detective Melissa Morales,
Captain Wilgus and Chief
Geisler. This session of Coffee With a Cop was the first of many
planned interactions between the Bayonne Police Department and
students in our Criminal Justice elective as well as those students in
Political and Legal Education.
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The World Language Department again celebrated Hispanic Heritage Month to highlight the culture,
contributions, and influence that Hispanic, Latinx, and Latino-identified communities have contributed to
our nation. Our programming embraced the 2020 national theme of "Hispanics: Be Proud of Your Past
and Embrace the Future.” The 2020 theme invites Hispanics to embrace their backgrounds and to be
proud of who they are and where they came from.
In the Bayonne school district’s World Language Department, this means that
!

Students prepared research papers, visual presentations through the use of various technology
platforms, and faux travel advertisement brochures that focused on Hispanic/Latino countries,
projects that included a map of the country, its geographical location, its current leader,
population, currency, and influential people, as well as discussions of its traditional foods or
cultural events pertinent to that country.

!

Students viewed various YouTube videos of the 20 Spanish-speaking countries with various
facts/statistics about each country and were tested on these countries and their capitals.

!

Students also celebrated through a Google slide presentation/virtually present a famous Hispanic
American chosen from the fields of art, science, history, politics, entertainment, sports, music, or
education.

!

Students created piñatas, papel picados, or other artifacts found in Hispanic culture and presented
them to their class.

!

Students designed and made fans using festive colors in Cinco de Mayo or Dead of the Day
themes.

In addition to these programs, we shared with students and faculty other facts and statistics about the
Hispanic population of the United States, a population that has grown to at least 60.6 million people or
18.5% of the US population, making people of Hispanic origin the nation's largest ethnic or racial
minority. Twelve states, including New Jersey, have more than one million Hispanic residents each. In
working to teach pride in their Hispanic past and an acceptance of tomorrow’s opportunities to achieve
so much, the World Language Department strives to have each of its Latinx student realize that “in the
end, the American dream is not a sprint, or even a marathon, but a relay” where “each generation passes
on to the next the fruits of their labor.” (Julian Castro). Being proud of the past and embracing the future
helps realize those dreams.
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The Henry E. Harris STEAM Tank Team was recently acknowledged as Regional Qualifiers for the
2020 competition. This group of students programmed their own game through Code.org, and created a
controller to play the game made of cardboard, tape, tinfoil, and Makey Makey. The students were very
excited to have qualified to present their project at the NJEA Teacher's Convention in November, but due
to Covid-19 the convention moved to a virtual platform and the STEAM Tank final competition was
cancelled for this year. They look forward to working together next year to participate.
Pictured below from left to right is Michael Cordero, Matthew Costanza, and Erika Payamps.
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The Bayonne School district has made Early Childhood Education a priority for the district’s youngest learners.
High-quality early education improves a child’s healthy development and learning outcomes both of which ensure
long-term benefits for children in school and life. A high-quality preschool program is a very important part of
educating young children, and the Bayonne School District is proud to be able to offer high-quality, full-day pre-K
to 3 and 4 -year-old children throughout the city of Bayonne. This expansion of the pre-K has been made possible
through the collaborative efforts of the Bayonne School District, HeadStart and providers, Community Day
Nursery, Preschool Playhouse and the Jewish Community Center.
Assistant Director of Early Childhood, Katie Cuttruff, states “The Bayonne School District has made a tremendous
effort to provide full-day Pre-K to all of the district’s Pre-K universe. The strong partnerships the district has been
able to form with Headstart and providers has allowed the Bayonne School District to meet the needs of both the 3
and 4 year-olds in the Bayonne community.” The district, as well as provider preschools, and HeadStart have
combined efforts to provide a high-quality inclusive preschool experience for 3 and 4-year-old children. Currently,
40 district classrooms, 12 provider classrooms and 2 Headstart classrooms are working together to meet the needs
of 730 Pre-K children.
Preschoolers learn through active, hands-on experiences that allow them to use their senses to explore and
investigate. In this age group, children learn about language & literacy, science, math, and social studies concepts
through experiences. The 2020-2021 school year has been met with many challenges, and Pre-K teachers are
meeting these challenges by providing developmentally appropriate instruction to students virtually. Through oneone devices and online platforms such as Seesaw, Pre-K students have been able to engage with their teachers and
classmates in many fun and exciting ways. Pre-K teachers utilize the HighScope curriculum to provide students
with high quality active learning experiences virtually through live meetings. Students also have opportunities to
engage in independent family activities.

Will a pumpkin sink
or float?
Students in Mrs.
Klimkwski and Mrs.
DiCroce’s class had
to virtually put it to
the test and make
some good guesses!
Literacy was added to
enhance the lesson
and children were
glued to the screen
waiting to find out the
answer!
Mrs. Klimkowski and
Mrs. DiCroce kept
the class afloat until
the very end!
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Since the start of the school year, Vocational Teachers have utilized a variety of instructional
approaches. Shown above Mr. Bill Smith, Construction Trades/Plumbing, Dr. Brian Beebe, Welding and
Chef Diego Arellano go Virtual employing practical demonstrations of their trades. This format has been
integrated with trade related videos, career opportunities and Financial Literacy. Get on board with a
TRADE at BHS.
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