
Grade 7 Social Studies Curriculum Units: Key Terms 

 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

Glossary of Terms 

for all units: source, 

document, 

evidence, annotate, 

analysis, argument, 
claim, counterclaim, 

primary source, 

secondary source, 

timeline.   

 
 

Key Terms: 

(Prehistory) -

Artifacts 
-Tool 

-Cave Painting 

-Archaeology  

-Anthropology  

-Hominid  
-Homo sapiens 

sapiens  

“Out of Africa” 

theory  

 
(Neolithic 

Revolution) 

-Systematic 

agriculture  

-Artisan 
-Culture  

-Civilization 

-Priest  

-Confluence  

 
(Mesopotamia)  

● Flood 

● Mesopotamia 

● Fertile 

(Ancient Egypt)  
● Desert 

● Delta 

● Pharaoh 

● Slave 

● Old Kingdom 

● New Kingdom 

● Dynasty  

● Bureaucracy  

● Hieroglyphics  

● Hieratic script  

● Pastoral 

nomad  

● Monotheistic  

● Empire  

● Dictator  

● Rosetta Stone 

 

Ch. 2,  

(The Indus Valley 

Civilization)  

● Monsoon 

● Sanskrit  

● River valley  

● Primary  

● Reveal  

 

Ch. 6, Lesson 1  

(Schools of Thought 

in Ancient China)  

● Confucianism  

● Daoism 

● Legalism  

● Aristocracy  

● Dao  

● Filial piety  

● Communicate  

● Cycle  

 

 

 

 

Ch. 6, Lesson 2 (The 

Qin Unify China) 

● Steppe 

● Regime 

● Censorate  

 

Ch. 6, Lesson 3 (The 

Han Dynasty) 

● Civil service  

● Martial  

● Qin Dynasty  

● Han Dynasty  

● Ming Dynasty  

 

 

(Civilizations in the 

Americas)  

● Obsidian  

● Ritual  

● Series  

● Estimate  

● Mesoamerica 

● South 

America  

● Zapotec 

empire  

 

 

 



Crescent 

● City-state 
● Polytheistic  

● Ziggurat  

● Cuneiform  

● Theocracy  

● Scribe  
● Hammurabi 

● Cunieform 

● Ziggurat  

● Legalism 

● Bureaucracy 

● Caste system 

 

 

 

 

 

 


